
I am pleased to highlight some of AECCI’s key initiatives taken up over the last
few months, foremost among these is collaborating with over 30 international
trade and law experts. This collaboration brought up its first initiative of a
successful three-day B2B virtual program that provided our members with an
invaluable opportunity to engage in one-to-one discussions with these experts.
Members had the chance to address trade concerns, seek advice, and explore
potential business opportunities in a personalized setting.

Looking ahead, we are committed to enhancing these efforts. Our Chamber is
actively organizing B2B meetings every week, inviting international experts to
spend a day engaging with the Indian business community. These virtual
sessions continue to serve as an important platform for addressing concerns,
fostering partnerships, and creating trade opportunities.

In line with the Ministry of Commerce’s new mandate, starting January 1, 2025,
the Online Portal 2.0 will be required for the issuance of Certificates of Origin
(Non-Preferential). To ensure a smooth transition for our members, we have
sent a detailed guide via email. We strongly encourage all members to
familiarize themselves with the process, and for any assistance that you may
need, our team is here to support at you every step.

We are committed to ensure that every member receives the necessary support
for their business growth and development. We look forward to your active
participation in the Chamber’s future activities, as we continue to work together
to develop a thriving and dynamic business community.

Wishing you all a successful year ahead, filled with opportunities and
achievements.

Happy New Year.
Warm regards

As we close the year 2024 and look forward to the
opportunities of 2025, I extend my warmest wishes
to each of you for a Happy and Prosperous New
Year. May this year bring continued growth,
success, and new horizons to your businesses and
personal endeavors.

Dear Esteemed Members, 
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As we step into 2025, we extend our
warmest wishes for a prosperous
year ahead.

We are excited to share some
remarkable milestones with you:
our successful collaboration with
trade experts from 32 countries, the
launch of AECCI B2B forum, the
empanelment of 20 distinguished
arbitrators at AECCI’s International
Arbitration Centre, and the release
of a special annual edition of our
magazine focused on "Artificial
Intelligence in International Trade."
This is just the highlight, and there’s
much more to benefit your
business. Stay tuned to know more.

Article by Adv Akshata Mulik
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The Media and Entertainment Industry is fast growing and spreading across the borders. With its expansion
also comes the increase in litigation and the attempts to save the rigors and cost of approaching courts in
the international arena. 

Indian Film Producers have often sought overseas talent and locations for film shooting and allied matters
pertaining to film production. They get into various types of agreements with overseas government and
local authorities, foreign production units and studios and even talent. Some of the agreements often seen
in the film industry are : 

1.    Artist Agreement 
2.    Production Agreement 
3.    Distribution Agreement
4.    Co-production Agreement 
5.    Director’s Agreement 
6.    Screen writer’s agreement 
7.    Music Synchronization Agreement 
8.    Rights purchase Agreements 
9.    Crew Contracts
10.  Location Agreements 

Recently, as per the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, India and Colombia have entered into an
Audio Visual Co-production Agreement where in the producers of both countries can work collaboratively.
India has entered into similar agreements with various other countries like the Government of Italian
Republic and Government of United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in 2005, Federal
Republic of Germany in 2007, Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil in 2007, Republic of France
in 2010, Republic of New Zealand in 2011, Republic of Poland and Republic of Spain in 2012. More recent
agreements were signed with Canada and China in 2014, Republic of Korea in 2015, Bangladesh in 2016,
Portugal in 2017, Israel in 2018, Russia in 2019 and Australia in 2023[1]. 

All these agreements have a clause inserted for alternative dispute resolution means through consultation,
negotiation or arbitration. The Indian Film Industry has long realized the benefits of resolving disputes
consensually and in a harmonious manner. 

Films and entertainment media often get into disputes mainly for copyright violation, financial
discrepancies, breach of contracts, religious challenges, misrepresentation of Gods or Historical facts,
obscene contents, profit sharing and royalty and John Doe orders. 

Arbitration in 
The Media and Entertainment Industry

11. Investor’s/Financer’s Agreement 
12. DOP Agreement 

13. Pre- production agreement 
14. Funding Agreements 

15. Development Agreements 
16. Broadcasting Agreements

17. Merchandizing Agreements 
18. Sponsorship Agreements 

19. Licensing Agreements 
20. Confidentiality and Non-disclosure Agreements, Etc.

Contd..
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Quite a few organizations in the Film Industry have
taken up Arbitration as a means of quicker and cost
effective dispute resolution, as compared to
litigation. 
1. One of the Active Organizations in this sphere is
the Independent Film and Television Alliance. IFTA
Arbitration seeks to resolve international disputes
pertaining to entertainment related production,
finance and distribution agreements, in a fair, quick
and economic manner. 

2. The World Intellectual Property Organization has
specifically tailored rules for expedited Arbitration
and Mediation, for Films and Media. In the expedited
Arbitration, the final award comes within 1-2 months.
It is seen that Arbitrability is a crucial issue in case of
disputes related to Intellectual Property.
Recognition and Enforcement of such awards is
dependent on the Competent Authority of the
Country where enforcement of the award is to be
done and a country may refuse to recognize the
award if the subject matter is not capable of
arbitration under the law of that country or if it is
contrary to the public policy of that country, as per
Article V(2) of the New York Convention[2]. 

3. In case of international co-production or digital
distribution, one can refer to international forums
like the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC),
Singapore International Arbitration Center (SIAC),
London court of International Arbitration (LCIA) etc. 

4. In India, we have the Indian Film and Television
Producers Council which facilitates Arbitration to
help members resolve disputes pertaining to the film
production, payment, copyright, etc. 

5. The Film Federation of India also promotes
arbitration to protect the rights of the Producers,
Distributors and Exhibitors. 

Some Recent cases of Arbitration pertaining to
the Film Industry :
 
1. In an IFTA award passed for a dispute between
Winters Film Group LLC and Prince Film, the Ld.
Arbitral Tribunal held that the Respondent had
breached the film sales agreement by
discontinuing performance. Respondent was
ordered to pay damages along with attorney cost. 

2. Reliance Media Works Ltd. vs. B.R. Films –
Bombay High Court 
In this case, the Arbitral award allowed some of
the claims of the Respondent, and so was
challenged by the Petitioner. The Arbitration
award was set aside by the Hon’ble Bombay High
Court. 

3. In M/S Anupama Theater vs. M/S Chandan
Combines the award pertaining to revenue
sharing was passed by the Karnataka Film
Chamber of Commerce and challenged before the
Bangalore District Court. 

Conclusion : Arbitration in the film industry helps
to get quicker remedies, at cost effective rates
from knowledgeable industry and legal experts
thereby protecting confidentiality and resolving
the disputes without the rigors of litigation.No
doubt there are challenges involved too and it
may be difficult to find a legal expert with industry
knowledge and vice versa. There are also rising
costs of arbitration to be considered. But if you
weigh the pros and cons, definitely Arbitration
would stand on a slightly better footing compared
to litigation in trying to get disputes resolved in a
timely, and cost effective manner. 

Role of AECCI :AECCI can definitely assist its
members in drafting such agreements whether
they be for production or finance assistance in
the international sphere or help foreign parties
investing in India, and include the Arbitration
clause therein, thereby protecting the parties
from chances of future litigation. 

[1] https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?
PRID=2065093

[2] https://www.wipo.int/
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NOTIFICATIONS PAGE 5AECCIAECCI- B2B Forum (One to One Interactions)

Participating countries: Vietnam, Tanzania, Indonesia, United Kingdom, Turkey, China, Jordan, Oman, Thailand,
Brazil, Ethiopia, Mexico, Pakistan, Bahamas, Egypt, UAE.
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AECCI- B2B Meets with 
International Collaborators

International Collaborators: Brazil, Cambodia, Denmark, Egypt, Mexico, Tanzania, Bahamas, Bosnia & Herzegovina,
Bangladesh, Algeria, Nigeria, Vietnam, United Kingdom, China, Pakistan, Oman, Turkey, Greece, Thailand, Ethiopia,
South Sudan, Sri Lanka, UAE, Uzbekistan, Jordan, Lebanese, Indonesia, Morocco, Germany, Portugal, Poland, Kenya,
Netherlands.



HVS LOGISTICS PVT LTD 
Ground Floor, Shop-08, D-Wing, Elco Arcade Commercial,
Hill Road, Bandra West, Mumbai, Mumbai Suburban,
Maharashtra, 400050
Ph.-9987290818, 9372739053
Email-documentation@hvslogistics.com,
info@hvslogistics.com  

  EPK BEARING INDIA PVT LTD
   House No   7-33/12/1,1st Floor
  Block No.7C,Opposite Mye Villas,
  Chengicherla,Rangareddi Dist,
  Hyderabad,Telangana-500039.Ph.-9392082011
  Email-epkfinance@gmail.com.  

  EPK BEARING INDIA PVT LTD
   House No   7-33/12/1,1st Floor
  Block No.7C,Opposite Mye Villas,
  Chengicherla,Rangareddi Dist,
  Hyderabad,Telangana-500039.Ph.-9392082011
  Email-epkfinance@gmail.com.  

Arysta Lifescience India Ltd Unipos House,Madhu
Park,11th Road, Khar (West) India -400052
Ph.:- 8452933480, 8554801163, 8657010821, 8108402688
Email- shelarsk@upl-ltd.com
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Corporate+Members

Prestigious
  Members
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 Fill Pack Technology 
 Plot No. D26/6, Additional MIDC
 Anand Nagar, Ambernath : 421506
 Dist Thane, Maharashtra, India.
 Ph.:-8976077748,  Email- commercial@fillpacktechnology.com

AVIVYA EXPORTS LLP
UNIT NO 101, OXFORD TOWERS, 139, HAL OLD AIRPORT ROAD,
KODIHALLI,
BENGALURU, 560008
Ph.:-8181878187, Email-info@avivyaexports.com

J B  SINGH & SONS
Haware  centurian 2nd flr shop no S04E SEC-19A, 
NERUL EAST NAVI MUMBAI - 400706
Ph.:-9833278188, 982046539, Email-ratnakar@jbsinghsons.com

JUSAL INDUSTRIES 
unit no.5 gala no 1 gr, flr, 
ED estate, survey no 23 sagpada road, vasai,401208
Ph.: 9769788774, Email.:-jusal@jusalindia.in

WWH LOGISTICS
Email: wwhlogistics@gmail.com
C102, GROMA HOUSE SEC-19, VASHI, NAVI MUMBAU-400705
Ph.: 8879344710, Email: wwhlogistics@gmail.com

 Associate Members
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     AECCI-Panel of Arbitrators
‘International Arbitration Centre’

Adv. Pradeep Vital SawantAdv. Ram Murthy Kommera

Adv. V Inbavijayan

CA Pawan Kumar Agrwal

CA Rajendra Karnmal
Bhuta

Dr. Shashikant Murlidhar Deshpande

Dr. Subhash Gupta Dr. Sudharanjan Sahoo

Justice Alok VermaJustice swatanter Kumar Jus Raghvendra Singh Chauhan

Adv. Kushnuma Khan

Adv. Anant Chawre

Jus. B. Siva sankara Rao

Adv. Rupali Akolkar

IAS Anup Wadhawan Adv. Geeta Luthra

Arb L.V. Sreerangaraju

Arbitrator Anil Kumar Jain

Arbitrator Vipin Jha
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Introduction: International trade, the exchange of goods and services across national borders,
serve as a foundation of globalization and economic interdependence. It allows countries to
specialize in producing goods and services where they have a comparative advantage, fostering
efficiency, innovation and economic growth. While international trade has the potential to elevate
global living standards, it also gives rise to challenges, including unethical trade practices that can
mislead markets and create economic imbalances.

Importance of International Trade: International trade enables nations to access products and
services that are not readily available domestically or are not affordable to produce. For instance,
tropical fruits from South America or electronics from East Asia reach markets worldwide due to
robust trade networks. By facilitating competition, trade encourages innovation, reduces consumer
prices and drives technological advancement.

Moreover, International Trade contributes significantly to employment creation. Export-oriented
industries generate jobs, while imports provide consumers and businesses with diverse choices.
Additionally, trade promotes cultural exchange, spreading knowledge and ideas across borders and
fostering international collaboration. In times of economic downturn, trade can act as a stabilizer,
allowing nations to diversify sources of revenue and sustain growth.

Trade agreements and partnerships, such as the European Union (EU), North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) and World Trade Organization (WTO) establishes rules and standards, ensuring
predictability and reducing trade barriers. These frameworks not only promote economic ties but
also enhance political and diplomatic relationships among countries.

Barriers to Fair Market Practices: Despite its benefits, international trade is often flawed by
unethical trade practices. These are actions or policies by businesses or governments that provide
an unethical competitive advantage or harm the trading environment. Some common practices are
stated below – 

Dumping: Selling goods in foreign markets at prices lower than their production cost or the
domestic market price. This practice undermines local industries and creates dependencies.
Intellectual Property Violations: Counterfeit goods and technology theft undermines innovation
and create unequal playing fields for businesses.
Currency Manipulation: Countries may artificially devalue their currency to make exports
cheaper and imports more expensive, disrupting global trade balances.

International Trade and 
Unethical Trade Practices.

Adv Akshata Mulik
AECCI- Legal Wing

Contd..



Exploitation of Labour and Environment: Some countries exploit cheap labour or disregard
environmental regulations to produce goods at lower costs, creating ethical and competitive
dilemmas.
Tariff and Non-Tariff Barriers: Excessive tariffs, quotas or import/export restrictions that
unfairly limit market access for foreign goods and services, protecting domestic industries at
the cost of global fairness.
Subsidies and Government Support: Providing undue subsidies to domestic industries gives
them an unfair edge over international competitors, distorting free trade principles.
Monopolistic and Anti-Competitive Practices: Creating monopolies, forming cartels or
manipulating supply chains to control prices or restrict competition.

Addressing the Challenges of Ethical Trade:
Combating unethical trade practices requires coordinated global efforts. The World Trade
Organization (WTO) plays a central role in resolving trade disputes and enforcing rules to ensure
fair competition. It provides mechanisms for member countries to challenge unethical practices
through dispute settlement panels.

Regional and bilateral trade agreements often include provisions to prevent and address
unethical practices. Foreign countries employ trade remedy measures such as anti-dumping
duties, countervailing duties and safeguards to protect domestic industries from unethical
competition. 

Promoting transparency in trade policies, ensuring equitable treatment of foreign entities, and
fostering public-private collaboration are essential measures to address systemic issues.
Businesses and consumers also have a role to play by advocating for ethical practices, supporting
fair trade initiatives and choosing sustainable and responsibly sourced products.

Conclusion: 
While international trade fosters economic growth and global connectivity, it must be
underpinned by fairness and transparency. Strengthening international rules, fostering ethical
practices and encouraging collaboration are crucial steps toward a balanced and equitable
trading environment. A collective commitment to fairness can ensure that the benefits of
international trade are shared universally, paving the way for global prosperity.

****
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✅ What’s in it for you?
Exclusive 30-minute one-to-one consultations with experts from your preferred country.
Insights on market trends, trade opportunities, and growth strategies.
The perfect chance to connect, learn, and expand your global footprint!

📞 Register now by calling or emailing us—this is your chance
 to explore new international trade opportunities and grow with us!

🌎 Let’s take your business to the next level.

🌍 Expand Your Business with Our B2B Initiatives 
Looking to take your business global? Join us every month as we bring in
new country experts to help you grow and thrive in international markets.

"Choose Your"Choose Your
PreferredPreferred

Country forCountry for
BusinessBusiness

Expansion andExpansion and
Let Us ConnectLet Us Connect
You with TradeYou with Trade

Experts forExperts for
Guidance."Guidance."
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Chamber's Glimpses: 
Highlights from AECCI Recent Activities







“Asian Exporters’ Chamber
of Commerce and Industries” 
offers many sponsorship
opportunities, designed to
maximize the visibility and
presence of our members. If you
are interested in sponsoring an
event, or advertising with the
Chamber,  please contact  to 
Mrs. Swarn Dhiman- 
Executive Director
E mail-  ed@aecci.org.in 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT AECC: www.aecci.org.in
Latest News on Trade Business: http://aecci.org.in/MediaCentre/news  

Share your Views and Ideas: ed@aecci.org.In 
Enquire about Sponsorship Opportunities: info@aecci.org.in 

Subscribe the Quarterlly Newsletter: customercare@aecci.org.in

#AECCI www.aecci.org.in@aeeci.org.in

Connect at 8433720996 
for e-COO (NP) and online

attestation of Shipping
documents.

(as per guidelines issed by DGFT vide
Trade Notice number 24/20.12.2024)

Connect at 8433720996 
for e-COO (NP) and online

attestation of Shipping
documents.

(as per guidelines issed by DGFT vide
Trade Notice number 24/20.12.2024)
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